Lesson 1

Power in Society


Read and précis/discuss pages 66-67 of 'AS Citizenship' by Holden-Rowley and Blewitt. Break into groups to undertake the various activities shown on page 67. There is a picture quiz below for the first section. There is a lot to discuss so if their discussion is good it make take all lesson to complete the 5 activities.

If there is time then discuss and produce a plan for the following essay title:

"Men are often seen as being more powerful than women”.

Who are they and who is most Powerful?
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Who is most powerful? Please put their names in the order you think is most powerful.

1. ………………………

2…………………………

3………………………….

4…………………………..

5………………………….

6……………………………

7…………………………..

8……………………………

9……………………………..

10…………………………….

11…………………………..

12……………………………

13…………………………….

14……………………………..

15…………………………….

16…………………………….

Who is more powerful?

Dusty the bin man

Jill the GP.

The parent of a young baby.

PC Ashford.

A young baby
Emma the local drug dealer

A journalist for The News of the World

A journalist for the Guardian

J K Rowling

Lawrence the human rights lawyer
the cleaners

Which is the most powerful?

Microsoft Word.
McDonalds.
Television.
Cinema.
Radio.


Money.
BT.
Knowledge.

What is most powerful?

Monogamy.
Alcohol.
Tobacco.
Romance.
Private property.

Justice.
Freedom.
Social class.

Love.

Fear.



The afterlife.

Comedy/satire.

Which dead people are more powerful?

Diana, Princess of Wales.

Elvis. 

Marilyn Monroe.
Gandhi

Jesus.

Mother Theresa.

A close relative

Answers to picture quiz

1 The Pope

2 Richard Branson

3 David Beckham

4 The Queen

5 Bill Gates

6 Steven Spielberg

7 Harry Potter

8 Victoria Beckham

9 Mother Theresa

10 George Bush Jr

11 Eminem

12 Tony Blair

13 K T Tunstall

14 Sir John Parker ( head of the National Grid)

15 Sir Bob Geldof

16 Derek Bonham (chair of Imperial Tobacco)



Wind discussion up with questions to class on the dimensions of power (bottom of page 67. Links to reality TV can be of use as they all watch it – Big Brother, Jungle, Pop Idol etc etc)

Homework: Read pages 68- 77and makes notes.
Lesson 2.

Answer the questions below

(help with these answers can be found on pages 68-77 of 'AS Citizenship). 
 

1. Define the word 'democracy'.
2. What is beginning to change democratic accountability and structures?
3. What is a 'mandate'?
4. What is a 'manifesto'?
5. Which voting system is traditionally used in Britain?
6. What is a bye-election?
7. What explanations have been given for low turnout at elections? 
8. Which reason for low turnout do you favour and why?
9. Name some of the proposals to increase voting?
10. What do you think would increase the number of people voting?
11. How are Scottish MSPs elected?
12. What is a spin doctor? 
13. What did the electoral commission suggest in relation to party political broadcasts? Do you agree?
14. Do you think that Jo Moore should have resigned? Why?
15. What has changed the nature of the relationship between the electorate and politicians over the past 100 years? 
  

Online Voting
[image: image17.png]



Break into groups of three and between now and the next lesson research for evidence of 'online voting' using the internet. 
In undertaking your research - try to get answers to the following ...
(1) What is online voting?

(2) Why is it being considered?

(3) Will it work?

(4) Who is behind it?

(5) What are the alternatives?

(6) Should voting be compulsory?
Read, precis and discuss the following articles:

Votes at 16 as Blair courts youth

Bid to engage young and combat apathy 

Kamal Ahmed, political editor
Sunday December 7, 2003
The Observer 

Teenagers will be given the vote at 16 in a historic move being considered by 10 Downing Street and the Department of Constitutional Affairs.

In a signal that the Government wants a major debate on this contentious issue and sympathises with those who argue that the voting age should be lowered from the present 18, Lord Falconer, the Secretary of State for Constitutional Affairs, said it was a vital debate and part of the reform agenda he wanted to pursue. 'I think it is a very important issue,' he said in an interview with The Observer.

'We expect more and more of people in relation to personal participation, we expect more and more in terms of social responsibility, in my view rightly, from people, particularly young people.

'If we want to both engage young people and make them discharge their responsibilities then I think there's got to be a quid pro quo of letting them see greater influence in the political process.'

Whitehall officials said that the positive response to the issue was part of a wider 'radical agenda' on constitutional reform. The Government wants to be seen to be tackling the growing sense of disillusionment among the young about politics and also show that it still has the stomach for far-reaching policies despite chronic political problems over top-up fees for university students and House of Lords reform.

Falconer, who sits in the Lords, also revealed for the first time that he wants to have a further debate about 'democratising' the House which the Government now plans to replace with a second chamber appointed by a Government-backed committee.

The Government has been criticised for the move, to be announced in a Bill in the New Year. Opponents say it will allow hereditary peers to be replaced by 'Tony's cronies', candidates backed by the Prime Minister.

Falconer said the Government would shortly respond to an inquiry set up by the Electoral Commission into voting age. Expected to report in the New Year, the commission is considering whether to recommend the change which would put Britain ahead of all its European part ners, where the voting age is 18. The commission is also considering recommending reducing the age at which somebody can stand to be a Member of Parliament from 21 to 18.

'Now, how do you do that?' Falconer said when asked how young people could be encouraged to get involved in mainstream politics. 'One might well be able to give teenagers the vote at 16 rather than 18. We need to have a debate about that.

'The engagement of young people, I don't mean just people between 16 and 18, but from teenage onwards, is a critical problem and an issue that we need to face. There needs to be a better connection between all aspects of the state and institutions and young people. It is something we are discussing.'

Supporters of the proposals argue that as teenagers pay tax, can serve in the armed forces and can get married with the consent of their parents, they should also be given the vote.

Commission officials say that counter arguments include that teenagers lack the political maturity to vote at that age and that it would put Britain in an anomalous position compared to other western democracies.

On the Lords, Falconer said he wanted to produce fresh proposals for a democratic element for the second chamber after the present legislation has been passed.

The Government is facing a Lords revolt on the issue and irritation from its own backbenchers, who argue that the present proposals do not go far enough.

Falconer said that he would not give ground on the initial proposals, but would then look at 'all the options' for the next stage of reform. 'We are utterly determined to proceed with our House of Lords Reform Bill,' he said.

'It removes from any prime minister the power to determine what the size of the [second] House is and the size of the political parties in that house and it removes the remaining hereditaries.

'Once this becomes law it will look utterly remarkable that this power persisted for so long. It is inconceivable that any developed democracy could have a system where its second chamber [could have its] shape and size changed by the Government of the day.

'I think it is right to say that there needs to be a further debate about what happens after the current proposals for Lords reform and there needs to be a debate about composition and about what we are looking for out of a second chamber.

'That obviously raises issues about the extent to which you should have elected element. But it also raises the issue about exactly what the relationship between the Commons and the Lords should be.

'We do not say the changes we make in this House of Lords Bill represent the end of the road.'

Tuesday, December 11, 2007
Daily Express: Vote and you could scoop the lottery






By Alison Little, Deputy Political Editor 

PEOPLE could be encouraged to vote by having their name entered in a lottery draw, a report said yesterday. 

But households may have to pay for it through higher council tax bills. 

Yesterday the Government-funded report on local democracy was branded a "manifesto for waste''. 

It includes suggestions such as public funding of political parties to encourage a wider cross-section of society to stand for election. 

Money would be offered to improve the recruitment, training and selection of local council candidates. 

The Government set up the Councillors Commission to look at how to encourage more people to take part in local democracy. 

The report drew on voting in California for the idea of using a lottery draw to entice people to turn out for local and general elections. 

It noted that voters there had been offered doughnuts, chicken dinners or a chiropractor appointment in exchange for casting a ballot. 

But Matthew Elliott, chief executive of the TaxPayers' Alliance, said: 

"This report is a manifesto for wasteful, politically correct local government and it won't solve any of the problems faced by councils. 

"People are alienated by high taxes, irrelevant policies and ineffective politicians. That won't be changed by costly gimmicks. What people want is councillors who listen to them, cut taxes and run services efficiently. This report has ignored all those essential needs and has instead focused on more of the same wasteful nonsense that has given local government a bad name." 

Other ideas in the report include encouraging under-30s, women and people from ethnic minorities to become councillors. 

It also backed lowering the voting age and the minimum age for standing for election from 18 to 16. 

Another suggested scheme included electing children as "young mayors" to speak for teenagers and advise councils on their youth policy. 

Sir Simon Milton, chairman of the Local Government Association representing councils in England and Wales, said: "The best way to boost turnout at local elections would be to give councils greater powers genuinely to improve people's lives. More people would vote at council elections if local authorities had powers to raise and retain more money locally." 

Local Government Secretary Hazel Blears said she was "particularly impressed'' by such schemes. She will also consider voting incentives and moves to make council membership more diverse by next spring. Voting ages are to be discussed at a conference chaired by Commons Speaker Michael Martin. 

Lesson 3 &4.

Use photocopied unit of work from Letts GCSE Short Course in Citizenship. See CHy.
