Transplant surgery
The world’s first successful kidney transplant took place in 1954. By the 1980s transplants had become a routine form of medical treatment. However, these operations were not always possible because of a severe shortage of organs. Transplant surgery saves lives and improves the quality of life because it saves people from being bedridden or attached to a dialysis machine.  

However, there are five problems with organ transplanting. These are: 
· Transplants are very expensive and the money used for these procedures could provide many smaller operations that would improve many other lives.
· There is a shortage of donor organs and many people do not carry donor cards which would allow doctors to take organs from the body after death. This means that the decision to donate is left to the family who quite often refuse, not wanting to see their loved ones’ body cut up. The dead persons’ family still has the final say even if the person did carry a donor card. 
· There have been several scandals involving hospitals “harvesting” organs from dead bodies without family consent, most recently the case of children’s organs being harvested during autopsies at Bristol Royal Infirmary in 1999. 
· In some parts of the world, people are driven to sell their organs to escape from poverty. This is quite common in India where organ sales are controlled by gangs in the slums. In China, there have been reports of long-term prisoners being “killed to order” for their organs to be used in transplants.
· Research published in 2001 suggests that it is now possible to use animal organs as transplants, although the research also stated that this is a dangerous and risky operation.
