Christian teachings on animal rights 
Most Christians believe that animals can be used for medical experiments and should be used for food. However, they also believe that humans should not be cruel to animals and that farmers should care for their animals humanely. They believe this because: 

*God gave humans the right to control animals according to the book of Genesis. 

*God is the creator of animals as well as humans and the Bible says that humans should respect God’s creation. 

Some Christians believe that animals should not be used for food or experiments because: 

*God is the creator of animals as well as humans and the Bible says that humans should respect God’s creation. 

*It is impossible to use animals for food or experiments without being cruel to them and this is wrong 

Non-religious arguments about animal rights 
The arguments for animals having the same rights as humans. 
*Animals are capable of suffering and of experiencing happiness. 

*We give young children rights, but most mature animals are similar to young humans, therefore they should have the same rights. 5 

*There is now evidence from work with apes, chimpanzees and gorillas that some animals are very similar to humans. Such thinkers argue animals should not be used by humans for food, nor medical experiments. 

The arguments that animals cannot have the same rights as humans 
*To have rights means to be able to use, think and talk about those rights, eg.The right of freedom of speech means being able to speak, as animals can’t do the things connected with rights, they can’t have them. 

*To have rights means being able to choose how to live one’s life and animals aren’t able to choose how to live their lives. 

*There can only be rights for those who are able to protect their rights and no animal can do this 

*Having rights requires living according to laws, but animals live only according to ‘the law of the jungle’ 

Such thinkers argue that animals should have the right to kind treatment by humans, but they can only have the rights that humans decide they should have. 

Animal Rights 
Most people now agree that animals have a right to be treated humanely. In the UK, there are many laws forbidding cruelty to animals. People argue about whether animals have the same rights as humans. If they do then: 

*There should be no medical research done on animals that is not done on humans. 

*There should be no zoos or farms with animals. 

*Animals should not be eaten for food. 

*Animals should not be hunted, shot, fished, etc. 

If animals only have the right not to be made to suffer unnecessarily, then: 

*Animals can be used for medical research. 

*There can be zoos, farms with animals. 

*Animals can be eaten for food. 

*Animals can be hunted, but only for food or to remove disease or vermin. 

-Explain why some people believe that animals have rights 
-‘Animals should have the same rights as humans’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion, showing you have considered another point of view. In your answer you should refer to at least one religion. 
-Choose one religion other than Christianity and explain why some members of that religion either support or are against research using animals

The work of a religious organisation in support of conservation 
All religions have groups helping to conserve the environment: 

*Christian Aid makes sure that its development work protects the environment 

*Target Earth is a Christian group which buys up land to re-forest and protect endangered species. 6 

*Muslim Aid makes sure that its development work in places like Afghanistan conserves the environment. 

*The Chipko Movement is a Hindu tree-hugging group founded to prevent trees being cut down. 

The reasons why religious organisations work to conserve the environment are the teachings on creation, stewardship and the environment.
