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Fertility treatments

Many couples experience problems conceiving and there are a number of treatments available to help them.

[image: image2.jpg]



IVF- means In Vitro Fertilisation and is where fertilisation takes place outside of the body in laboratory conditions. The first stage in IVF treatment is the retrieval of a woman’s eggs. She will be injected with fertility drugs which will stimulate the release of her eggs. Up to 20 eggs will be collected from the woman and the sperm from the male partner will be inserted into each of them. When the eggs begin to multiply and are at the 6-8 stage in cell division, two or three will be implanted into the woman’s womb.  There is only a 20-30% chance that the IVF treatment will be successful. 




Egg donation- A woman will donate her eggs to a woman who is not producing enough of her own eggs to become pregnant. The donated eggs will be fertilised on the day of collection using the male partner’s sperm. The fertilised egg (embryo) is then placed into the woman uterus 2-3 days after they have been fertilised. Eggs may be donated by a family member or an unknown donor. 


Embryo donation- when a couple receives IVF treatment as many as 20 eggs may be collected and fertilised. This means that there will be up to 20 embryos produced, yet only 2-3 will actually be transferred back to the couple who produced them. The remaining embryos many be frozen for later use. Alternatively the couple could have their embryos destroyed or they could donate them to another couple. 


Surrogacy- Is where a woman will carry an embryo for a couple. The embryo will be provided by the couple and therefore the carrier of the child will not have a genetic link to the developing foetus. 


Artificial insemination by husband (AIH)- where the husband’s sperm is placed inside the female womb close to where fertilisation will take place. Usually used where male sperm count is low or where the female cervix acts as a barrier to conception. 
Artificial insemination by donor (AID)- where sperm from a known or anonymous donor is placed inside the female womb close to where fertilisation will take place.
