SANCTITY OF LIFE

· The word sanctity means purity or holiness. When it is used to describe life itself it expressed the idea of preciousness worthy of the highest respect.

· Genesis says that God was the creator of all life and that human beings were made in his image. The taking of another’s life is a sin against God. and the sixth commandment says, “do not commit murder”.

· Christians believe that life is a precious gift from God and that each and every person is known to him. to them the purpose of life is to love and serve God. “Love your neighbour as yourself”(Mark 12:31) Jesus showed that everyone should be valued and treated with respect. Only God can give life and only God can take it away.

FERTILITY TREATMENT AND THE RIGHT TO A CHILD

· Fertility treatments are used when people want to have a baby but are not able to naturally. Men and woman that are unable to have children of their own are called infertile. 
· There are many different reasons why people seek fertility treatment, these include, medical problems, age issues or homosexuality. There are many different methods of fertilisation. 
· IVF (In-Vitro Fertilisation) involves the egg and sperm being brought together outside the woman’s body, in a test-tube, the fertilised egg is then placed back in to the mother’s womb. AID (Artificial Insemination by Donor), AIH (Artificial Insemination by Husband). Insemination is the placing of a man’s sperm into the woman artificially. Fertility treatment is however very expensive and is not always successful. 
· Some Christians believe that treatments such as I.V.F and artificial insemination are acceptable, however other Christians believe that fertility treatment is wrong. They believe that it is against God’s will to bring children in to the world through any other means than sexual intercourse. I.V.F is discouraged as spare embryos are used within scientific experiments. 

· Roman Catholic Church against IVF, natural only, bringing third person in to party “do not commit adultery”

· Church of England for helping people get pregnant “be fruitful and multiply”, but don’t agree with experiments on spare embryos “Do not commit murder”, “gave gives and takes away”, gift from god, all life sacred.
· Methodist Church believes it is ok for science to help find a cure for infertility and they therefore support the use of embryos in science.
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