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Cannabis – What’s all the fuss about?

Cannabis is currently a Class B drug. However, that has not always been the case and there are many supporters for cannabis being legalised altogether.

The history: 
In 1971 Cannabis was graded class B under the Misuse of Drugs Act. However, since that date the use of cannabis has increased and supporters of the drug have campaigned to have it reduced. They argue that tobacco and alcohol seem to have much worse effects on people’s lives and society as a whole.

In 2004 the government re-classified cannabis to a Class C drug and agreed that adults in possession of the drug were unlikely to be arrested unless they were smoking it in public or around children. Young people found in possession of the drug could still be arrested and charged and dealing in cannabis still carried a maximum 14 year jail sentence and/or an unlimited fine.

In 2009 the government changed the classes again and Cannabis was moved back up to Class B. The main reason for this is that a much stronger version of the drug, skunk cannabis became more available and popular. This cannabis is more harmful and makes it more likely for the user to experience long term health effects.

The effects:

· Nearly 1,000 people a year now develop a long term psychotic illness due to cannabis use.

· Mental health hospital admissions due to cannabis use rose by 36% between 2002 – 2007.

· In 2007 there were around 150,000 people claiming disability living allowance for conditions related to cannabis use.

· Cannabis can be seen as a “gateway drug”. This means that it introduces people to drugs and drug dealers, raising the possibility of them getting into harder, class A drugs. 

