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ADDITIONAL MATERIALS

A 12 page answer book.

Resource Material for use with Section A.

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

Answer all questions in Sections A and B.

Write your answers in the separate answer book provided.

You are advised to spend your time as follows:
Section A – about 50 minutes
Section B

Q. B1 – about 35 minutes
Q. B2 – about 35 minutes

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

Section A (Reading): 40 marks

Section B (Writing): 40 marks

The number of marks is given in brackets at the end of each question or part-question.

Turn over.
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SECTION A:    40 marks

Answer all the following questions.

The Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article by Petronella Wyatt entitled
‘Fastest Lady on Two Wheels’.

The text opposite, ‘It’s a Mad, Mad World’ by David Hunn, appeared on the Internet.

Look at Petronella Wyatt’s article ‘Fastest Lady on Two Wheels’ in the separate Resource
Material.

Look at the first column of the article (to ‘That’s why I’ll ride it’).

A1. What are Petronella Wyatt’s thoughts and feelings as she prepares to ride the TT course? [10]

You must refer to the text to support your answer.

Look at the rest of the article (from ‘Milky is having none of it’).

A2. How does Petronella Wyatt get across to you what it is like to ride the TT course?

Look at:

• what she says;
• how she says it. [10]

Now look at ‘It’s a Mad, Mad World’ by David Hunn on the opposite page.

A3. How does David Hunn try to show the ‘madness’ of the TT races?

Look at:

• what he says;
• how he says it. [10]

To answer the next question you will need to look at both texts.

A4. Both of these texts are about the TT races.

Compare and contrast what the writers think about the TT races.

Organise your answer into two paragraphs using the following headings:

• what they think about the TT circuit;
• what they think about the riders. [10]
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Welcome to Mad Sunday on the Isle of Man. Yesterday was the serious Formula 1 stuff,
but today is for the crazy amateurs. They will be at it soon after dawn and the TT circuit
will, as usual, be ridden by any wildcat on two wheels who fancies his chances of
surviving an encounter with the bumps and banks, the poles and pillars of these 38
twisting miles. No fairground switchback is more erratic, no wall of death more deadly.
And many of the riders will, in their wild enthusiasm, try to hurl themselves around it at
120 mph, even 150 mph on the straights - whatever they can force out of their powerful
machines. The authorities do their best to reduce the numbers indulging in this chaos by
staging alternative entertainments, but they will not dissuade the determined. There was
even a serious suggestion this year that a speed limit be imposed, but such interference
was dismissed. Nothing on the motorcycling calendar so excites the real enthusiast as
these two weeks on the Isle of Man, which calls itself the road racing capital of the
world. The nine races have attracted 540 entries from 19 nations, but that is only the
magnet. The iron filings fill the ferry from Lancashire for days on end. Last year the
outrageously expensive boats carried 11,500 bikes, 2,700 cars and 30,000 passengers.
That doubles the population, and hoteliers, who struggle to keep their heads above water
through the rest of the year, rub their hands, air the beds, whack up the prices and
tolerate being overrun by black leather and gleaming metal.

This is the oldest racing circuit in the world. The first TT race was in 1907 when the
fastest lap speed was less than 43 mph. Steve Hislop, this year’s favourite, averaged
more than 123 mph – close to the record – on a practice lap on Monday. Last year, Mark
Farmer rode his Yamaha to the eighth fastest lap in history on the Thursday afternoon.
But by Thursday evening he was dead, ending a bright career in a horrific crash at
Bedstead Corner.

A local journalist believes that more than 170 have died on the Isle of Man since the
races began. There were 10 last year, including spectators, the blame for which is shared
between organisers, the riders, and those who dangle perilously close to the action.
Crashes are too frequent to count, and this year there were six in the first practice on
Monday. The local hospital is on emergency alert, served by a helicopter at the course
that brings in at least 20 serious injuries each year. Death is discreetly parcelled away
and statistics are not kept, they say.

“Dangerous? Yes, it’s very dangerous,” says Steve Hislop, who travels at close to 200
mph on some sections of the course. “At that speed your eyeballs are jumping about in
their sockets and you can see a dozen of everything. Anyone who says he isn’t glad
when it’s over is telling lies. But it is still the biggest challenge of the lot, to man and
machine. And it’s the only event in the UK with decent prize money.”

David Hunn
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SECTION B:    40 marks

Answer Question B1 and Question B2.

In this section you will be assessed for your writing skills, including the presentation of your work.
Take special care with handwriting, spelling, punctuation and layout.

Think about the purpose and audience for your writing.

A guide to the amount you should write is given with each question.

B1. A proposal has been made to hold a motorcycle race on the roads in your area.

Write a letter to the local newspaper giving your views on this proposal. [20]

The quality of your writing is more important than its length. You should write about one to two
pages in your answer book.

B2. Your school/college is keen to save energy.

Write an article for the school/college magazine on this issue.

You could include:

• examples of how energy is wasted at the moment;

• your ideas about how the situation could be improved. [20]

The quality of your writing is more important than its length. You should write about one to two
pages in your answer book.
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